
Freaky, Funky Fish 
 

"Simultaneously enlightening and enthralling.” 
―The Horn Book 

Freaky, Funky Fish: Odd Facts About Fascinating Fish 
Written by Debra Kempf Shumaker 
Illustrated by Claire Powell 

Publisher: Running Press Kids 
May 4, 2021 
ISBN: 978-076246884-3 (hardcover)

From zapping, stinging, even singing, to playing dead or having a see-through head, discover the interesting 
things different fish do to survive in this delightful non-fiction picture book. 

Fish have fins and gills and tails. All fish swim and most have scales. But not all fish act or look the same. From 
zapping, stinging, even singing, Freaky, Funky Fish: Odd Facts about Fascinating Fish is an adorable picture 
book with a scientific—and child-friendly—underpinning. With examples of different fish for each description, as 
well as extensive backmatter explaining the fascinating science behind these variety of fish, this funky book 
captures the wonder of our ecosystem. 

Buy Links: 
• https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780762468843 
• https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/debra-kempf-shumaker/freaky-funky-fish/9780762468843/ 
• Signed Copies from Debra’s local indie: https://www.scrawlbooks.com/book/9780762468843 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780762468843
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/debra-kempf-shumaker/freaky-funky-fish/9780762468843/
https://www.scrawlbooks.com/book/9780762468843


Peculiar Primates 
 

 

From flossing and howling, to building nests and thumping chests, this delightful follow up to Freaky, 
Funky Fish explores the amazing things primates do.  

All primates climb and breathe in air. They have big brains and hands and hair. But. . . some live alone, some live 
in groups. One primate has a nose that droops. Peculiar Primates is an adorable picture book with a scientific—
and child-friendly—underpinning. With examples of different primates for each description, as well as extensive 
backmatter explaining the fascinating science behind their behaviors, this bizarre book captures the wonders of 
our ecosystem. 

Buy Links: 
• https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=peculiar+primates 
• https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/claire-powell/peculiar-primates/9780762478200/ 
• Signed copies from Debra’s local indie: https://www.scrawlbooks.com/book/9780762478200 

"Great for a participatory story time or children on their 
own, this book belongs in every library."--School 
Library Journal 

Peculiar Primates: Fun Facts About These Curious 
Creatures 

Written by Debra Kempf Shumaker 
Illustrated by Claire Powell 

Publisher: Running Press Kids 
October 11, 2022 
ISBN: 978-0762478200 (hardcover) 

https://www.indiebound.org/search/book?keys=peculiar+primates
https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/titles/claire-powell/peculiar-primates/9780762478200/
https://www.scrawlbooks.com/book/9780762478200


Tell Someone 
 

 

"A gentle reminder about the importance of open 
communication...A forthright tool for social-
emotional learning."―Kirkus Reviews 

Tell Someone 
Written by Debra Kempf Shumaker 
Illustrated by Tristan Yuvienco 

Publisher: Albert Whitman 
October 11, 2021 
ISBN: 978-0807577691 (hardcover) 

Telling someone helps make things better.  

When you’re sad because your friend moved away, it helps to talk about it. When you’re proud of 
yourself for making new friends, it’s worth sharing. And when things are scary or don’t feel right, 
telling someone you trust is important.  

In good times and in bad, for problems big and small, these gentle verses encourage us to open up, 
communicate, and—tell someone.  

Buy Links:  
• https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780807577691  
• https://www.albertwhitman.com/book/tell-someone/  
• Signed copies from Debra’s local indie: https://www.scrawlbooks.com/book/9780807577691 



Wind Is a Dance 

“A series of pirouettes both airy and informative.” 
―Kirkus Review  

“A first choice for any library.”  
—School Library Journal Starred Review 

An NCTE 2025 Notable Poetry Book 

Wind Is a Dance 
Written by Debra Kempf Shumaker 
Illustrated by Josée Bisaillon 

Publisher: Kids Can Press 
October 1, 2024 
ISBN: 978-1525308758 (hardcover) 

Poetic text and ethereal illustrations combine with science facts about wind in this delightful informational 
picture book. 

“You can feel wind … but you can’t see it. What is wind?” This exploration of different types of wind pairs lyrical 
descriptions of wind types with accessible, informational sidebars about each. The whimsical narrative uses 
metaphor to help readers visualize wind’s characteristics: “Wind is a butterfly – fluffing flower petals and ruffling 
riverbank grasses.” Informative bubbles on each page compliment these descriptions with short explanations of 
each wind type, which range from a light breeze to a hurricane. Evocative illustrations further bring the text to life 
in this fascinating introduction to the ever-changing wind.

Buy Links: 
• IndieBound: Wind Is a Dance 
• Kids Can Press: https://www.kidscanpress.com/product/wind-is-a-dance/ 
• Signed Copies from Debra’s local indie: https://www.scrawlbooks.com/book/9781525308758 

Caption

https://bookshop.org/p/books/wind-is-a-dance-debra-kempf-shumaker/21085424?ean=9781525308758
https://www.kidscanpress.com/product/wind-is-a-dance/
https://www.scrawlbooks.com/book/9781525308758

