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Author Bios 

Long Bio (133 words): 
Debra Kempf Shumaker started reading at the age of four and hasn't stopped since. She grew up 
on a small dairy farm in Wisconsin but now lives in the suburbs of Northern Virginia with her 
husband and two cats. When she isn’t reading or writing picture books, she enjoys hiking, 
gardening, setting puzzles, and watching Jeopardy. 

She is the author of Freaky, Funky Fish and Peculiar Primates (Running Press Kids), Tell 
Someone (Albert Whitman), and Wind Is a Dance (Kids Can Press), an NCTE 2025 Notable 
Book in Poetry. Two more picture books, Sunday Scaries (Knopf) and Fire Is a Chorus (Kids 
Can Press) will hit bookstores in 2026 and 2027. 

Visit her online at her www.debrashumaker.com or follow her on Instagram and Bluesky at 
@debrakshumaker and on Pinterest at @dkshumaker. 

Medium Bio (87 words) 
Debra Kempf Shumaker loves weird and fascinating facts. When she isn’t reading or writing, she 
enjoys hiking, gardening, setting puzzles, and watching Jeopardy. She lives in Northern Virginia 
with her husband and two cats. She is the author of both fiction and nonfiction picture books, 
including Freaky, Funky Fish; Peculiar Primates; Tell Someone; and Wind Is a Dance, an NCTE 
2025 Notable Book in Poetry. Visit her online at her www.debrashumaker.com or follow her on 
Instagram and Bluesky at @debrakshumaker and on Pinterest at @dkshumaker. 

Short Bio (70 words): 
Debra Kempf Shumaker started reading at the age of four and hasn’t stopped since. She grew up 
on a small dairy farm in Wisconsin but now writes picture books from her home in the suburbs of 
Northern Virginia. She is the author of several fiction and nonfiction picture books. Her latest, 
Wind Is a Dance, is a lyrical ode to the wind. Visit her online at her www.debrashumaker.com. 

Author Visit Bio (70 words): 
Debra Kempf Shumaker loves exciting kids about science and writing. As a former corporate 
trainer, she knows the importance of bringing energy to a presentation, especially to an 
elementary school audience. Debra is the author of both fiction and nonfiction picture books 
including Freaky, Funky Fish; Peculiar Primates; Tell Someone; and Wind Is a Dance, an NCTE 
2025 Notable Book of Poetry. She offers both virtual and in-person author visits. 
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Contact Information: 

• Email: authordebrashumaker@gmail.com 

• Website: www.debrashumaker.com 

• Instagram: @debrakshumaker  - Check out her picture book reviews every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. 

• Bluesky: @debrakshumaker 

• Pinterest: @dkshumaker 

• LinkedIn: @debrashumaker 

Fun Facts About Debra: 

• Debra Kempf Shumaker grew up on a small Wisconsin dairy farm with her parents and EIGHT 
sisters. 

• Debra never traveled when she was a kid. But as an adult, she’s lived in four different states 
and has traveled to 46 of them! 

• Debra’s first publication was in her school’s newsletter when she was in the third grade. It was 
about a hungry snail and she can still recite it. 

• Debra was SO shy when she was a young girl that she barely talked to anyone outside of her 
family. But now she loves talking to everyone! (She especially loves talking about books.) 

• Debra worked in Yellowstone National Park one summer when she was in college. She will 
never forget camping and having a moose hanging out nearby all night! 
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